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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUB J : MORO KIDNAPPING-RESISTANCE GROWS TO THE IDEA OF AN EXCHANGE 

REF: ROME 5809 

1 . THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST LETTER FROM CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (DC) PRESIDENT MORO, WITH ITS REFERENCE TO PRISONER EX- 
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CHANGES IN OTHER AREAS OF THE WORLD, STIMULATED A DAY OF DE- 
BATE WITHIN POLITICAL CIRCLES ON THE POSITION WHICH SHOULD BE 
ASSUMED IN THE EVENT THAT THE BRIGATE ROSSE (BR) FORMALLY 
PRESENT A PROPOSAL TO EXCHANGE MORO FOR SOME OF THEIR ASSOCIATES 
CURRENTLY HELD IN ITALIAN PRISIONS. VIRTUALLY ALL THE MAIOR POLITICAL 
FORCES HAVE NOW EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AS OPPOSED TO THE IDEA OF 
NEGOTIATING AN EXCHANGE WITH THE BR. 
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2. AS THE PARTY MOST DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS, THE RESPONSE 
OF THE DC WAS THE ONE MOST EAGERLY AWAITED. IT HAS COME IN THE 
FORM OF A STATEMENT APPEARING IN THE MARCH 3 1 ISSUE OF THE PARTY 
DAILY 

IL POPOLO AND IS THE RESULT OF A ROUND OF MEETINGS ON MARCH 30 IN- 
VOLVING THE DC LEADERSHIP. FIRMLY REJECTING THE IDEA OF AN EXCHANGE, 

THE DC STATEMENT SAYS QUOTE WE BELIEVE IT IS NECESSARY TO REITERATE 
WITH 

CONSIDERED CONVICTION THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ACCEPT THE BLACKMAIL 
RAISED BY THE BRIGATE ROSSE. END QUOTE. THE STATEMENT GOES ON TO 
SAY QUOTE THE DC IS CERTAIN THAT THE NATION IS FULLY AWARE OF THE 
DELICATE NATURE OF THE HOUR, OF THE TREMENDOUS TEST TO WHICH ON. 

MORO IS BEING PUT, AND OF THE NECESSITY TO PRESERVE, WITH THE 
MORAL TENSION OF GREAT MOMENTS, SOCIETY ITSELF. END QUOTE. 

3. FOLLOWING A THREE-HOUR MEETING OF ITS SECRETARIAT, THE ITALIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY TOOK AN EQUALLY STRONG POSITION AGAINST THE IDEA OF 
AN 

EXCHANGE. IN AN UNSIGNED, LEAD EDITORIAL APPEARING IN L'UNITA MARCH 
31, 

WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY ADDRESSED TO THE DC LEADERSHIP. THE PCI NOTES THAT 
QUOTE WE ARE CERTAIN THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE DC ITSELF, EVEN IF 
IN THE TORMENT OF A VERY HUMAN DRAMA THAT WE WELL UNDERSTAND, WILL 
REJECT 
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THE SUICIDAL LOGIC INTO WHICH THE CRIMINALS WOULD WISH TO PROVOKE 
THEM 

AND WILL DEMONSTRATE IN THE NECESSARY WAY THEIR SENSE OF STATE. 

END QUOTE. THE L’UNITA EDITORIAL GOES ON TO STATE THAT QUOTE A 
DEMOCRATIC STATE CANNOT MAKE CONCESSIONS TO TERRORISM. WOE IF IT IS 
DONE. TO CONCEDE ON THIS GROUND WOULD ONLY OPEN THE PATH TO A 
CRESCENDO OF NEW BLACKMAIL AND TO NEW CONCESSIONS. ...END QUOTE. 

4. OPPOSITION TO THE IDEA OF AN EXCHANGE ALSO HAS COME FROM SENIOR 
MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC, LIBERAL, DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL AND 
NEO-FASCIST PARTIES. THE SOCIALISTS, WHO ARE IN THE MIDST OF THEIR 
NATIONAL CONGRESS, AND THE REPUBLICANS TOOK MORE CAUTIOUS POSITIONS, 
PLACING AN EMPHASIS ON THE STEPS WHICH NEED TO BE TAKEN NOW TO 
DEAL WITH THE EXISTING SITUATION. 

5. FROM A SOURCE WITH TIES TO THE MORO FAMILY, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
FAMILY ITSELF IS OPPOSED TO THE IDEA OF AN EXCHANGE. THE FAMILY BASES 
ITS DECISION ON THE FACT THAT THEY DO NOT BELIEVE MORO. HIMSELF, 

WOULD WANT TO BE EXCHANGED UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH WOULD BE HUMILIA 
HUMILIATING 

TO HIM AND TO THE STATE. 
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6. THE INITIAL REACTION OF THE VATICAN WITH RESPECT TO THE REFERENCE 
IN MORO'S LETTER THAT "A STEP BY THE HOLY SEE" COULD BE HELPFUL IN 
THE 

EPISODE (REFTEL), HAS BEEN GUARDED. THE VATICAN SPOKESMAN TOLD 
REPORTERS 

THT "TOO MUCH ATTENTION" HAD ALREADY BEEN GIVEN TO THE CAPTORS' 
MESSAGES, AND WHILE EVERYONE KNOWS THAT THE HOLY SEE NEVER REFRAINS 
FROM TAKING "HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS," IT IS APPROPRIATE IN THIS CASE 
TO WAIT FOR CLARIFICATION OF MAY POINTS IN THE MORO LETTER AND THE 
RELATED MESSAGES. 

7. THIS REACTION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE POSITION THE VATICAN HAS 
ASSUMED IN THE ENTIRE EPISODE. FOR WHILE THE VATICAN (AND THE 
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POPE PERSONALLY) HAVE VOICED THEIR CONCERN FOR MORO'S SAFETY, THE 
VATICAN COMMUNICATION ORGANS HAVE STRESSED THE NECESSITY FOR THE 
REINFORCEMENT OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE, APPLAUDED DEMONSTRATIONS 
OF 

NATIONAL UNITY AND SUPPORTED THE COUNTERTERRORIST EFFORTS. THE 
VATICAN 

ORGANS HAVE ALSO CRITICIZED THE EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THE 
MESSAGES OF THE CAPTORS AND PARTICULARLY WARNED THE PRESS TO BE 
ATTENTIVE TO THE TERMINOLOGY IT USES TO DESCRIBE TERRORIST ACTIONS 
BECAUSE TO SPEAK OF A "TRIAL "FOR MORO EVEN IN QUOTATION MARKS IS 
"ALREADY A STEP" IN ACCEPTING THE LOGIC OF THE TERRORISTS. 

8. COMMENT: THE VATICAN IS NOT LIKELY TO TAKE ANY ACTIVE ROLE 
UNLESS ASKED BY THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. GARDNER 
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